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Clarinda‌ ‌School‌ ‌Board‌ ‌Announces‌ ‌3‌ ‌Finalists‌ ‌for‌‌ ‌  

Next‌ ‌District‌ ‌Superintendent‌ ‌ 
March‌ ‌27,‌ ‌2022‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
CLARINDA,‌‌IA‌‌—‌‌The‌‌Clarinda‌‌Community‌‌School‌‌District‌‌School‌‌Board‌‌has‌‌announced‌‌three‌‌finalists‌‌in‌‌                             
its‌ ‌search‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌school‌ ‌district’s‌ ‌next‌ ‌superintendent.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌finalists‌ ‌are‌ ‌Jay‌ ‌Lutt,‌ ‌Dennis‌ ‌McClain,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Jeff‌ ‌Privia.‌ ‌Each‌ ‌has‌ ‌demonstrated‌ ‌collaborative‌‌                           
leadership,‌ ‌high‌ ‌levels‌ ‌of‌ ‌ethics‌ ‌and‌ ‌integrity,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌ability‌ ‌to‌ ‌follow‌ ‌through‌ ‌on‌ ‌tasks‌ ‌and‌‌                               
responsibilities.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

As‌‌superintendent‌‌and‌‌PK-3‌‌principal‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Westwood‌‌CSD,‌‌Lutt‌‌has‌‌focused‌‌on‌‌strong‌‌communication‌‌                             
with‌ ‌families‌ ‌throughout‌ ‌the‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌bringing‌ ‌technology‌ ‌resources‌ ‌to‌ ‌students,‌ ‌and‌ ‌implemented‌‌                       
specifically‌‌designed‌‌instruction‌‌into‌‌the‌‌school’s‌‌multi-tiered‌‌systems‌‌of‌‌support.‌‌Lutt‌‌previously‌‌served‌‌                         
as‌‌superintendent‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Farragut‌‌and‌‌Hamburg‌‌CSDs,‌‌as‌‌well‌‌as‌‌an‌‌elementary‌‌principal‌‌and‌‌curriculum‌‌                               
director‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Moravia,‌ ‌Orient-Macksburg,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Prescott‌ ‌CSDs.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

McClain‌‌serves‌‌as‌‌the‌‌shared‌‌superintendent‌‌for‌‌the‌‌Adair-Casey‌‌CSD‌‌and‌‌Guthrie‌‌Center‌‌CSD.‌‌There,‌‌                             
he‌‌has‌‌led‌‌the‌‌implementation‌‌of‌‌standards-based‌‌grading‌‌and‌‌learning,‌‌facilitated‌‌the‌‌building‌‌of‌‌a‌‌new‌‌                               
high‌‌school‌‌fitness‌‌center,‌‌and‌‌wrote‌‌the‌‌districts’‌‌return‌‌to‌‌learn‌‌plan‌‌during‌‌the‌‌COVID-19‌‌pandemic.‌‌He‌‌                                 
has‌‌also‌‌served‌‌in‌‌leadership‌‌roles‌‌with‌‌the‌‌Rural‌‌School‌‌Advocates‌‌of‌‌Iowa,‌‌Superintendents‌‌Finance‌‌&‌‌                               
Leadership‌ ‌Consortium,‌ ‌and‌ ‌School‌ ‌Administrators‌ ‌of‌ ‌Iowa.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Privia‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌current‌ ‌PK-5‌ ‌principal‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Underwood‌‌CSD,‌‌where‌‌he‌‌has‌‌managed‌‌budgets,‌‌realigned‌‌                               
curriculum‌‌to‌‌state‌‌standards,‌‌expanded‌‌class‌‌offerings,‌‌and‌‌hired‌‌highly‌‌effective‌‌teachers‌‌and‌‌staff.‌‌He‌‌                             
was‌ ‌the‌ ‌district’s‌ ‌middle‌ ‌school‌ ‌principal‌‌and‌‌athletic‌‌director‌‌during‌‌the‌‌2014-15‌‌school‌‌year,‌‌and‌‌also‌‌                               
directed‌‌the‌‌district’s‌‌efforts‌‌to‌‌implement‌‌1:1‌‌technology.‌‌Before‌‌that,‌‌Privia‌‌was‌‌an‌‌elementary‌‌behavior‌‌                             
disorders‌ ‌teacher‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Fort‌ ‌Madison‌ ‌CSD.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌‌Board‌‌of‌‌Education‌‌has‌‌been‌‌working‌‌with‌‌‌Grundmeyer‌‌Leader‌‌Services‌‌to‌‌conduct‌‌the‌‌search.‌‌The‌‌                               
process‌ ‌has‌ ‌included‌ ‌a‌ ‌community-wide‌ ‌survey,‌ ‌asking‌ ‌district‌ ‌residents‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌their‌ ‌input‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌‌                             
qualities‌ ‌and‌ ‌characteristics‌ ‌they‌ ‌would‌ ‌like‌ ‌to‌ ‌see‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌district’s‌ ‌next‌ ‌leader.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

As‌‌a‌‌next‌‌step,‌‌the‌‌board‌‌and‌‌stakeholder‌‌interview‌‌teams‌‌will‌‌conduct‌‌final‌‌interviews‌‌with‌‌each‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                   
three‌ ‌finalists‌ ‌on‌ ‌Wednesday,‌ ‌March‌ ‌30.‌ ‌The‌ ‌board‌ ‌plans‌ ‌to‌ ‌then‌ ‌discuss‌ ‌the‌‌candidates‌‌and‌‌reach‌‌a‌‌                                 
final‌ ‌decision‌ ‌soon‌ ‌after‌ ‌the‌ ‌interviews.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌new‌ ‌superintendent‌ ‌will‌ ‌begin‌ ‌serving‌ ‌the‌ ‌Clarinda‌ ‌Community‌ ‌School‌ ‌District‌ ‌effective‌ ‌July‌ ‌1,‌ ‌2022.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

https://www.grundmeyerleadersearch.com/

